ALEC ERPOSED

“ALEC” has long been a
secretive collaboration
between Big Business and
“conservative” politicians.
Behind closed doors, they
ghostwrite “model” bills to
be introduced in state
capitols across the country.
This agenda-underwritten
by global corporations-
includes major tax
loopholes for big industries
and the super rich,
proposals to offshore U.S.
jobs and gut minimum
wage, and efforts to
weaken public health,
safety, and environmental
protections. Although many
of these bills have become
law, until now, their origin
has been largely unknown.
With ALEC EXPOSED, the

By the Center for
Mecia and Democracy

WwWv.prwalch.org

DID YOU KNOW? Corporations VOTED to adopt this. Through ALEC, global companies
work as “equals” in “unison” with politicians to write laws to govern your life. Big
Business has “a VOICE and a VOTE,” according to newly exposed documents. DO YOU?
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Item-Reduction Veto Constitutional Amendment

Summary

Did you know that
the Evergreen
Freedom
Foundation--which
Is connected to the
Kochs--was the
corporate co-chair
in 2011?"

Currently, governors in 43 states have the authority to reduce state spending through
the use of the line-item veto. This authority allows governors to prevent, or at least
moderate, "pork-barrel" spending. The theory behind the line-item veto is that the
executive, elected by the whole, can more easily stand up to regional and special
interests than legislators. Of the 43 states with line-item vetoes, 10 states grant
governors the item reduction veto. The item-reduction veto allows governors to reduce
spending without striking the entire amount. This Act calls for a constitutional provision

giving the Governor the power to remove any item or items in whole or in part of any bill,
approved by the legislature, making appropriations of money. The approved parts will
become law and the rejected parts will become void.

Center for Media and
Democracy hopes more
Americans will study the
bills to understand the
depth and breadth of how
big corporations are
changing the legal rules
and undermining democracy
across the nation.

Model Amendment

{Title, enacting clause, etc.}

Section 1. This Act may be cited as the Item-Reduction Veto Constitutional
Amendment.

ALEC’s Corporate Board

-in recent past or present
o AT&T Services, Inc.

« centerpoint360

« UPS

 Bayer Corporation

¢ GlaxoSmithKline

o Energy Future Holdings
« Johnson & Johnson

o Coca-Cola Company

« PhARMA

« Kraft Foods, Inc.

¢ Coca-Cola Co.

Section 2. For the purposes of this Section, Article [insert number] of the Constitution
of the State shall be amended by striking Section [insert number] in its entirety and
substituting the following:

Section 3. Every bill that shall have passed both Houses of the legislature shall, before it
becomes law, be presented to the Governor; if the Governor approves, he/she shall sign
it; but if he/she shall not approve, he/she shall return it with his/her objections to the
House in which it shall have originated. The respective House shall enter the objections at
large on the journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, [three-
fifths, two-thirds] of all members elected to that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall

« Pfizer Inc be sent together with the objections to the other chamber, by which it shall likewise be
C reconsidered. If approved by [three-fifths, two-thirds] of all the members elected to that
* Reed Elsevier, Inc. chamber, it shall become law. However, in neither House shall the vote be taken on the
« DIAGEO day on which the bill would be returned to the floor. In all such cases, the votes of both
 Peabody Energy Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the member voting for
o Intuit, Inc. and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each House respectively. If any bill
« Koch Industries. Inc is not returned by the Governor within [insert days], Sundays excepted, after it would
X Y . have been presented to him/her, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he/she had
« ExxonMobil signed it, an exception would apply if the legislature would, by final adjournment, prevent
e Verizon its return, in which case it would not become a law without the approval of the Governor.

« Reynolds American Inc.

o Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

« Salt River Project

o Altria Client Services, Inc.

¢ American Bail Coadlition

o State Farm Insurance

For more on these corporations,
search at www.SourceWatch.org.

Section 4. No bill shall become a law after the final adjournment of the legislature,
unless approved by the Governor within [insert days] after such adjournment. The
Governor shall have power to disapprove or reduce any item or items in whole or in part
of any bill making appropriations of money, embracing distinct items, and the part or
parts of the bill approved shall be the law, and the item or items of appropriation
disapproved shall be void, unless re-passed according to the rules and limitations
prescribed for the passage of other bills, over the executive veto. Every order, resolution,
or vote to which the concurrence of both Houses of the legislature may be necessary,

except on a question of adjournment, shall be presented to the Governor, and before the


Spare4
MainTopStamp

Spare4
Top Bar

Spare4
TopLeftSidebar

Spare4
CorpBoardforSideBar

User2
Highlight

User2
Callout
Did you know that the Evergreen Freedom Foundation--which is connected to the Kochs--was the corporate co-chair in 2011?"


same shall take effect be approved by him/her, or being disapproved by him/her, shall be
re-passed by [three-fifths, two-thirds] of all the members elected to each House of the
legislature, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. Every
order and resolution to which the concurrence of both Houses of the legislature may be
necessary, except on a question of adjournment and those matters dealing solely with
the internal or administrative affairs of the legislature, shall be presented to the Governor,
and before the same shall take effect be approved by him/her, or being disapproved by
him/her, shall be re-passed by [three-fifths, two-thirds] of all the members elected to each
House of the legislature, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in this Act.

Section 5. {Severability clause.}

Section 6. {Repealer clause.} HWere your laws repealed?|

Section 7. {Effective date.}

ALEC's 1995 Sourcebook of American State Legislation

About US and ALEC ENPOSED. The Center for Media and Democracy reports on corporate spin and government
propaganda. We are located in Madison, Wisconsin, and publish www.PRWatch.org, www.Source\Watch.org,
and now www.ALECexposed.org. For more information contact: editor@prwatch.org or 608-260-9713.
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